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CONTAINING 


An Account of the Fatal and Bloody Effects 
_ of Enthuſiaſm; in the Caſe of the Family 
of the DUTARTRES, in out h. Carolina. 


Which was attended with 


The Murder of Two Perſons, and the Execu- 
tion of Four for thoſe Murders. 


By a Sincere PRO TES TAN T. 
5 f | 
_ Wis pron Nette L, at the Golders 5 
; ally neax/St. Dun/tan's Church, Fleetftreet. 85 N 
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A Serben Addreſs to Lay- 
Methodiſts, ' 


Gentlemen, 

HE Great Concern that I have (as 

a Chriſtian) for your eternal Wel- 
fare, occaſions you the trouble of 
this ſhort (but ſerious) Addreſs. 


You ſeem to me, to be running into the 


ſtrongeſt Deluſion, which in courſe, will 
occaſion your belief of many a Lye. 

And, you will pardon me, if I take the 
liberty of obſerving, That if you follow 
ſuch wandering Lights (many of which, in 
reality, are no better than Laymen, having 
had no regular Ordination) as you have Jate- 
ly run gadding after; whatever canting Aſ- 
ſurances they may give you to the con- 
trary, your Danger muſt be like that of the 


bewilder d Traveller in the Night; and by 


the falſe guidance of ſome Enis Fatuus in 


Divinity, you muſt be led into the Bogs, or 


Whirlpools of Error and Deluſion. For 
you cannot but know, by whom it has been 
ſaid, That if the Blind lead the Blind, 


they ſhall both fall into the Ditch. 
B x Beware 
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(2) 

Beware, then I beſecch you, of falſe 'Þ| 
Prophets, and falſe Teachers, who though 
they may appear to you (in order to deceive) 
in Sheep's Cloathing, yet inwardly are ra- 
vening Wolves; who are ſet on work by 
the grand Deceiver of Mankind, to divide 
Us, with an intention, no doubt, of de- 
ſtroying one of the beſt conſtituted Churches, 
this day in the Chriſtian World. 

You have been aſſur'd by good Authority 
(2 Cor. xi. 14.) That Satan himſelf is ſome- 
times transform d into an Angel of Light : 
and the Papi/fs to co-operate with him, 
and in order to bring us back to the groſſeſt 
Superſtitions of the Church of Rome, have F 
transform'd themſelves into all manner of | 
Jefrs. There is no Shape but what theſe | 
ſubtil Proteus have put on for the ſervice | 
of (a) Mother Church. h — i 


And it has been juſtly obſerv'd, © That the 
© Popiſh Emiſlaries have frequently been dil WI © 
cover d in a Fanatical (and, I may venture 
to add, an Enthuſiaſtic) Guiſe; exhor- M. 
ting their ſeducd Followers to a purer : 
* Worſhip, and Forms, pleading for a ſpiri- | 

| dn , 

(a) See an Account of the Pope's Indulgences to fe- = 
veral Orders of Rome, to confound the Proteſtant Re- 4 
ligion. Strype's Annals of Queen Elizabeth, Vol. i. p. 

221, Iſt Edit. = 7 
Letter from a Feſuite in England, to the Father Rec- 5, 
tor at Bruxelz, 1627. Ruſhworth's Hiſtorical Collections, = 4 
Vol. i. p. 474. 2d Edit. Foxes and Firebrands, Part ii. 3 


p. 118, Mr. Neal's Hiſtory of the Puritans, Vol. ii. 
p- 182. | | 5 
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(3) 


© tual Service, more pure Ordinances, and 


© better Edification. 
< Nay, tis obſervable, that when they have 


© buſied themſelves about the Devil's Huſ- 


4 © bandry, in ſowing the Tares of Error, 


they have profeſs'd themſelves Enemies to 


© Forms; becauſe, indeed, Forms are the 
* greateſt Enemies to them, as being the 
* beſt Guard and Security againſt that Diſ- 
© order and Confuſion which they labour 
* to introduce, in hopes to lead the bewil- 


der d People from Error to Error, till they 


© bring them at laſt to the Pope's Infallible 
: Chair, who alone (they tell-you) is able 
to bring Order out of Confuſion, and to 


© ſettle the Judgments and Conſciences of 


Men, by a final Determination of all re- 
© ligious Controverſies. 

And, pray Sirs, what aſſurance have you, 
that your Leaders arc not driving on fu- 
riouſly to the ſame Point? And may not 


ſome of thoſe Gentlemen, who inveigh ſo 


bitterly againſt the Church eſtabliſh 4, be 
Papiſts in diſguiſe? I judge no one; but 
This is not impoſſible, as many Inſtances of 
the like kind are upon Record, which are 
referrd to in the (a) n. : 


But 
(a) See the Accounts of Faithful Cummin. Strybe's 
Life of Arch- mY Parker, p. 244. Foxes and Fire- 

brands, 2d Edit. p. 14. Of Thomas Heth, Strype's 

Annals of Queen Elizabeth, Vol. i. p. 521. Foxes and 

Firebrands, Part 1. p. a Of a Popiſb Prieſt that 


preach'd 
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EF —© 
But to ſhew you what Diſadvantages you 
labour under, by making a Schiſm, by your 
(4) Separation from the Eſtabliſhment, 1 will 
beg leave to obſerve, from a late admirable 
Chriſtian Orator; 2 + 0 * "That 


preach'd in a Duaker's-Meeting, in a Tract intitled, The 
Popiſh Prieſt Unmasd: By Wm. Taſwell, D. D. Lon- 
don, print ed for Richard Sare, 1722. p. 48. Of Fa- 
ther Nolan, alias Noꝛoland. Foxes and Firebrands, Part 
ii. p. 104. Of James Saul, Prieſt, who preach'd in a 
Quater's- Meeting. Foxes and Firebrands, Part ii. p. 98. 
Of Captain Holland, one of Cromwel's Spys. Foxes and 
Firebrands, Part ii. p. 89. Of Coppinger, a Franciſ 
can, who ſpoke in a Puaker's-Aeeting at Briſtol. Pre- 
face to Puaker's-Catechiſm, by Mr. Richard Baxter. 
Foxes and Firebrands, Part ii, p. 141. Of the Gifted © 
Red-Coat, detected by Dr. Hammond, Foxes and Fire- 
brands, Part ii. p. 102. Of Tacifon, a Popiſh Prigſt. 
Foxes and Firebrands, Part ii. p. 107. From Mr. An- 
grew Catherwood's Narrative. | 0 
(5) St. Auſtin (De Baptiſmo, Lib. iv. Cap. 18.) paſſes | | 
the following Sentence upon Hereticks and Schiſmaticks. | 
Conſtituamus ergo aliquem Caſtum, Continentem, Go. _ 
—ſed Hereticum, nulli dubium eft propter hoc ſolum, 
quod Hz#reticus eſt, Regnum Dei non poſſeſſurum. 
{Which Paſſage is thus tranſlated by the late Rev. Dr. MF «© 
Sherlock, Dean of St. Paul's. Continuation of his Diſcourſe © 
Þ 


. of Church-Unity, — p. 88.] * Let us ſuppoſe a Man to 
© be Chaſte, Continent, void of Covetouſneſs, no Ido- 
< later, Hoſpitable, Bountiful to thoſe in Want; an E- 
* nemy to no Man, not Contentious, but Patient, Quiet, 
< without Emulation or Envy, Sober, Frugal, but an 
< Heretick (which in St. Auſtin's Language ſignifies a a 
Schiſmatick), he ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God, 
And Mr. Baxter ſpeaks of the Sin of making a Rent, 
or Schiſm in the Church, in a manner not leſs ſevere. 
I differ from many (ſays he) in ſeveral Doctrines of 
< greater moment than Baptiſm, &c, and yet if I ſhould 3 
< zealoufly preſs my Judgment on others, and ſeek to 
make a Party for it, and diſturb the Peace of the = 
Church, . 


7 5 * : 2 
ä * On 


(4) © That we * 3 Liturgy, whicl 
lieve, and whom as well as how we'wor- 
ſcientious Communion with our Church, 
true Faith. Our Devotions are expreſſed 
in a ſtated Form of ſound Words, which 
proper Object: and thoſe Forms of Pro- 
conſtantly and daily uſed, and the reſt up- 
lying open to the View of Mankind, they 
are the cleareſt Teſtimony of the Ortho- 


doxy of our Faith and Belief; and the 
moſt likely Means to preſerve both in their 
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diſts not excepted) © who ule no ſettled Rules, 
no publick Forms, in their Fanatical (and 
I may add, F7e/d-) Meetings. Nay, they 
© have not given any proper Satisfaction, or 
Security to the Church, to which they arc 

| ; * ſeparated 


Church, and ſeparate from my Brethren, ' I ſhould 


< fear leſt I ſhould prove a Firebrand in Hell, for be- 


© ing a Firebrand in the Church. I here charge you, 


© if God ſhould give me up to any Factious Church. 
« rending Courſe (againſt which I daily pray) that you 
„ forſake me, and follow me not a Step." 
Ep. Dedicatory to Mr. Baxter's Saints Everloſting 
Red. | | 
(a) Dr. 17's Sermons, Vol. vi. p. 56. 


is a ftanding Evidence of what we be- 
ſhip: and they who continue in 4 con- 
muſt conſtantly make the Profeſſion of 4 
is a ſafe and conſtant Guide to us, in 
paying our Adoration and Worſhip to its 

feſſion and Devotion being moſt of theni 


on more ſolemn Occaſions; and all of then 


Integrity. Now tis quite otherwiſe with 
the Separatiſts of all Kinds (the Metho- 


(6) 
© ſeparated, of their Soundneſs in Point of 
Faith,—Nay, they cannot give any Satisfac- 
tion, any ſtanding Evidence, that they arc 
ſo, becauſe they are not in a proper Me- 
thod for it. And we have the more rea- 
ſon to fear them, they are at leaſt the more 
in danger, becauſe they want (or will 
not make uſe of) one of the beſt Pre- 
ſervatives (humanly ſpeaking) againſt Error 
and Corruption, 2. e. a ſtated Liturgy, with- 
out which, tis much eaſier for Deceivers 
7 4 privily to creep in, and miſlead ſimple Souls, 


E 


4 K A. A & & 


© and toſs them about: with every wind of 


Hoctrine. 
What then, Sirs, can thoſe Gentlemen, 


your Leaders, who have gone out from a- 


mongſt us, without the leaſt imaginable Pro- 
vocation, plead in their own behalf, to co- 
Tour over their Schiſm, or to ſeduce you from 
the Church eſtabliſnd by Law? Her Doctrines 
are the ſame they were near 180 Vears ago, 
when reform d and purg d from the Dregs and 
Corruptions of Romiſb Superſtition : nay, 
juſt the ſame they were in the firſt and pureſt 
Ages of Chriſtianity. Her Diſcipline, tho 


we wiſh yearly that it was (a) better, is in re- 


ality much better than is to be met with in 


any of thoſe pretended Churches which ſe- | 


parate from her. 
Her Clergy (without Vanity, I may ay 


it) tho they make no pretences to _ 
* tion, 


(a) See Communation-Office. 
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. 
tion, or the extraordinary and (a) uncommor 
Influences of the Holy Spirit (as ſome of 
your Enthuſiaſts do) are as learned a Body 
of Men as any in the Chriſtian World. 

The Lives and Manners of the generality 
of them, are not only blameleſs, and unex- 
ceptionable, but highly exemplary. Their 
Preaching) tho it may not be agreeable to the 
Taſte of modern Enthuſiaſts, muſt be own'd 
to be grave, ſerious, and pathetic, without 
fanatical Flights. They preach the pure 
Doctrines of the Goſpel, without putting 
any falſe Gloſſes or Miſinterpretations upon 
them. But probably your Leaders may lay 
it to the Charge (and you give into that 
Charge) of the Preachers of the Eſtabliſh'd, 
Church, that they preach only Morality, 
and paſs over the noble and ſublime Doc- 
trines of the Goſpel- Revelation. Pardon 
me, Sirs, if I take the liberty of obſerving 
from the ſame learned Perſon, that they. 
are highly miſtaken. (6) © Our Churches 
* are open, and let who will be Witneſs, 
© they preach good Chriſtian Morality ; they 
* preach the Incarnation, Life and Death of 
the Son of God, and the myſterious Oeco- 
* nomy of the Redemption of Mankind, in. 

| 8 and. 

(a) Dr. Hicks ſays, Spirit of Enthuſiaſm exorcisd, 
Vol. i. p. 111. That it was God's Goodneſs to ſend his 
Spirit with miraculous Gifts to ſupply the Neceſſity of 
his Infant-Church ; and his Wiſdom to take away 
Ae ud Means, when ordinary Means were - 
O De Zad. 


(5) Dr. AMoſs's S2rmons, Vel, vi. p 33. 


T3 © 
* and through him. They preach Christ, 
aud him crucified, together with the Neceſ- 
e ſity and Sufficiency of the Satisfaction which 
he made upon the Croſs: They preach Faith 


and Repentance as Chriſt has taught them I 
They preach Remiſlion of Sins, and Juſtifi- 


cation through God's free Grace, through 

© that Faith which is fruitful in good Works: 
© They preach the Aid and Efficacy of God's 
© holy Spirit, as neceſſary to prevent and 
© further us in all that we think or do: And, 
© hſtly, they preach hat Life, and Immor- 
* tality, which Chriſt has brought to Light 


_ © through the Goſpel. And they endeavour to 


© ſhew the Weight and Importance of all 
© theſe Goſpel Truths, and the powerful In- 
© fluence they have upon an holy Life. 

But your Teachers, if I am not miſtaken, 


have laid it to their Charge, That when 


© they deſcend to particular Duties, they teach 
meer Morality, fetchd from the dry De- 
© finitions and dull Rules of Heathen Mo- 
© raliſts; and founded upon the ſimple Dic- 
 ©'tates of Nature and Reaſon. No, they 
© difavow That too; for they preach CHriſtian 
© Morality: they derive its Obligations from 


© the Authority of our ſupreme Law-giver, 


© who is able to ſave and to deſtroy. They 


place its very Eſſence in a Principle of 


© Love and Duty towards God : They take 
the Meaſures of it from the Precepts and 


of 


Example of Chriſt: They reſolve the Power 


—————ů——— — 


— 


i 
„ Fo _ 
< of it into the Efficacy of Divine Grace, | 

* and ſtrive to enforce it by the Motives of | 
eternal Rewards and Puniſhments.' And 
This ſure, though your Field. Preachers may 
pretend, that your hearing them will be at- 
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tended with better Edifieation, is as edifying 11 
as to dreſs up a Scheme of Myſtical Divini- #01 

YA ty, in Similitudes, Alluſtons and Allegories, ; 118 
and dark and unintelligible Phraſes, fuch as 1109 
(a) recumbing, leaning, reſting, and roll- 1 


ing upon the perſoir "a Chriſt, and the ö 
* (6) like. Which are meer Amuſements, | 


and can never produce any ſound Know- 1 
© ledge, 1 
0 (a) Dean Shizrlo * obſerves (Diſcourſe concerning the - 1 
Z Knowledge of Feſus Chrift, 1674. p. 12.) That ſome 1 
are very zealous to adyance Chriſt's Pe:ſon, to the wt 
prejudice and reproach of his Religion. Who in- 646 

ſtead of thoſe ſubſtantial Duties of the Love of God hy 
and Men, and an univerſal Holineſs of Life, have in- 
troduc'd a fanciful Application of Chriſt to our ſelves, 
and Union to him, ſe: off with all thoſe choice Phraſes, 118 
of cloſing with Chriſt, and embracing Chriſt, and get- 160 (4 
ting into. Chriſt, and getting an Intereſt in Chriſt, and 38 
truſting, relying, and rolling our Souls upon Chriſt, | | 
| 
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© Such ſanctified Souls, and Ears, loathe all dull, in- 

„ ſipid, moral Diſcourſes, which are perpetually incul- 
6 cating their Duty on them, and troubling them with 
+ a great many Rules and Directions for a good Lite,” | | 
[Sherleck, ibid. p. 71.] | " | 
(s) © I am never better than when I am upon the full ug 
| © ftretch for God.“ Mr. Whitefield's Journal from Gi- TEAR 
braltar, 79 Savannah, p. 40.] * Roſe full: of Love and Joy, 4-904 
* but. afterwards was deſerted, and taken very il! in ms | 
Body. — I ſtruggled juft like one in his laſt Agonies, | 
and bag! d to ſtretch iny ſelf into God.” [ Continuation 
of Mr. nen N e Gibraltar to Savan- 


— p. 24. ]] „ 4} 


C 


( 10 ) 
© ledge, or well-grounded Zeal, or conſci- 
* Entious Obedience. 
As edifying ſure, as to WTI all Faith 
into a certain, confident Perſuaſion of c- 
very Man, of his own particular Pardon, 
making his perſonal Juſtification and Sal- | 


ſuch Perſuaſion ; as if every Man muſt be 
ſaved that can take the Confidence to 
think he ſhall: a Notion, that may mi- 
niſter to Preſumption, but not, I think, 
to any improvement in Godlineſs. 
© As cdifying as to be perpetually talk- 
ing and boaſting of the Privilege of the 
Saints, the Preciouſneſs of the Promiſes, 
the Indeſeaſibility of Grace, and the Cer- 
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the excluſion of the (4) reſt of Mankind: 

a Suppoſition that may poſſibly lull Men 
to ſleep in ſecurity, but 1s certainly a 
Pamp to all vertuous Endeayours.' 
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But pardon me, Sirs, if I interrogate. 


you once morc in the Words of the ſame 
admirable 


(a) © The Teſtimony of the Spirit aſſures us (ſays 
Dean Sherlxck, Diſcourſe concerning the Knowledge of 
Feſus Chriſt, p. 390.) That all Chriſtians are the 
| © Sons of God, and Heirs of his Promiſes: and every 
Man's Conſcience will tell him, whether he be a Chri- 
lian, that is, whether he heartily believe, and obey 


the Goſpel of Chriſt : Let us therefore leave thoſe o- 
© ther dim Notions to Men, who can believe, what no 
Man can underſtand; who diſpute every Thing that 
can be underſtood, as if it were no better than carnal | 
* Reaſon,” 3 


vation to be the neceſſary Conſequent of 


tainty of Salvation, with application and 
reſtriction to a particular ſort of Men, to 


611) 


admirable Preacher: (a) © Pray, . what are 


* theſe your Teachers, that you highly com- 


mend, and who are not backward in com- 


mending themſelves; and what are the 
Clergy of the Church of England, that 
muſt not ſo much as be — with 
them? Are the Teachers amongſt the Me- 


 thodiſts, the ſole Poſſeſſors of Learning 


and Science, of Language, Idioms: and 


Cuſtoms? Are they the only Interpreters 


of Scripture, the only Maſters of ſacred 
Eloquence ? Are they the only Men at 
reſolving Doubts and Scruples, and con- 
vincing and awakening Men's Conſcicnces? 
In ſhort, arc they only capable of under- 


ſtanding and explaining, applying and 
enforcing the Doctrines and Duties of 


Chriſtianity, and all others beſide them 


abſolutely unqualify'd ? Are they ſuch un- 


capable Subjects of God's Gifts and Graces, 
that neither their own Studies nor their 


Prayers, nor the Impoſition of Hands, nor 


the Prayers of the Church, can avail them 
any thing” This, J hope, upon ſerious 
Conſt deration, is more than they or you | 


will pretend to maintain. 


will run in with the injudicious Multitude, 


For this can never be the Caſe, ule you 


in thinking that the Excellency of (6) Preach- 


© 3 ing 


ia) Dr. Miss Sermons, Vol. vi. p. 40. 
0 % Dr. Nalſon (ſee Countermine, * i. Chap, vii. 


$3.) deſcribing the way. of” Preaching amoneſt 
| the 


(12) 
ing conſiſts in Noiſe and Tone, Looks 
and Geſtures; in Figures and Myſteries; in 
Privileges and Promiſes; in Experiences and 
Evidences; and all manner of affected Phra- 
* ſes, which the leſs they (a) underſtand, the 
© more they admire; and he is the only 


precious Man with them, that can feed 


© them with ſuch ſpiritual Delicacys. 
And is not this, Gentlemen, much your 
Caſc? And dont you by following ſuch 
| „„ . | blind 
the Fanatics of the Times, (which by the way, tal- 
lies exactly with the Preaching of the Methodiſts) has 


the following Words: Having roll'd his Eyes about, 


© as if he were falling into a Trance, he gently recovers 
© himſelf into his Prayer, which he faintly begins with 
© a low Voice and languiſhing Tone, a ſoft and deli- 
b berate Utterance, which as the holy Fire of his Zeal 
comes gradually by Motion to gather Heat, advances 
< ſtill higher and higher, till at length being thorough- 
© ly warm, like a Pot with too much Fire under it, 
© the Scum of his Brain boils over, and he tumbles out 
© his Expreſſions with that ardour and precipitation, 


© that every Word treads upon the Heels of ano- 


© ther, and puſhes it forward: nor does it import whe- 


ther the Expreſſions be congruous, or it may be de- 


< cent, ſo long as they are but paſſionate and vehement; 
© and at every third and fourth Sentence (to help the 
Pump) as loud as he is able an importunate Lord, Lord! 
at which the People are ſtrangely melted, ſome in 
Tears, ſome in Sighs and Groans, which are the Spi- 
© ritual Hums, and Plaudites of a Conventicle, and ſig- 
© nify, that the Man comes off very well in acting his 
Part upon that religious Theatre.” | 
(a) See the remarkable Account of the very learned 
Dr. Pocock's Pariſhioners of Childrey, who obſerv'd of 
him, That he was a plain, honeſt Man, but no Lati- 
ner. [Dr. Pococ#s Life by Dr. Twells, prefixt to Dr. 


Pocack's Works, p. 22.] 
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(13) 

Ulind Guides, plainly give them the ne. | 
ference, ; to the found, orthodox, and prae- 
rical Preachers of the eſtabliſn d Charch?, 
Nay, do you conſider, ; what may be the 
ill Tendency and fatal Conſequences of fol- 
loving ſuch Eccentrick Lights! May not they 
be inſtrumental in leading you into à fatal 
Enthuſiaſin, one of the moſt provoking 
Sins; and moſt likely to quench that Spi- 
rit, which your Teanhers make ſuch Jarge 
Pretences to. a 

In order to guard you. again which, 1 
beg leave to recommend to your moſt ſeri- 
codus Conſideration, the Words of an admi- 
rable Writer upon this Head: () Enthuſiaſm 
(ſays he) conſiſts, in an extravagant Preten- 
© fron to uncommon Degrees of Illumina- 
tion and Perfection which is a religious 


E 


Diſtemper, that ſhews itſelf in various 
Shapes; but is always attended with dan- 
gerous, and, for the moſt part, incurable 
, Symptoms. It begins commonly with a 
warm Imagination, heated with ignorant 
Zeal, and blown up by arrogant Con- 
ceit; but it ends in fatal Deluſion; and 
oft downright Frenzy. It pretends to hold 
an-intimate 6) Communion with God, and 
* ro dwell with him in the very Heights 90 
of Contemplation; to enjoy the imme- 1 
diate . 


(a) Dr. Moſs's "PER Vol. v. p. 398. F 
(b) God was pleaſed to give me a Proof, that he 1 
was in the Ship with me. (Mr, J/hitefield's Journal, Ei: 
Part 1 


(14) 


c. diate Trradiatiohs of his Light, and the 


Participation of his Love, and the In- 
< dwellings of his Spirit: It ſets up for 
"Voices, and (a) Viſions, and Dreams, for 
© hew Lights, and new Paths, in derogation 

© andoppoſition to the Written Word, which 
is the reveald Will of God, and the ade- 
- © quate Rule of Practice. It aims at Strains 


and Pitches of Devotion, at Heights and 


Extaſys, beſide the common Rate, "and be- 

yond the common Rule: in compariſon 
of which, it deſpiſes the rational and vul- 
* oar Way of ſerving God, by the ſober 
5 Signs, and ſolid Effects of unaffected Piety, 
Fl and the conſcientious Practice or good 


1 mat Morality. 
5 N ow, 


Part i p. 4.) Thurſday January 5. This Day Gad 
< was with me of a Truth. — Came on board, read 
Prayers, preach'd, viſited the Sick, and had God 


< with me all the Day long. (Ibid. p. 7.) Set up till 
© One in the Morning anſwering them ( Letters), and 


La 


© then went to Bed, and had a feeling Poſſeſſion of my 


God. (Ibid. p. 21.) 
© Preach'd a Sermon in the Great Cabbin, and God 


© was pleaſed to ſet his Seal to it. (Mr. J/Yheficld's 


© Fournal, Part ii, from Gibraltar, & c. p. 43.) 


The Kingdom of God is within me: Oh! Free 


Grace in Chriſt. (Mr. IVhitefield's Continuation of hi; 
Journal, from his Arrival at London, p. 4.) 

© The Holy Ghoſt ſo work'd upon my Hearers, that 
T0 ago; Man ſaid, he never ſaw the like before. 
(Ibid. p. 6.) 
(a) Fee this prov'd by Dr. Hicks, (Spirit of Enthuſiaſm 
exorcis d, p. 108, 109.) in the remarkable Inſtances of 
Dr. Samuel Winter, Provoſt in the late Times, of Trinity 


. Cillege, near Dublin; and old Mr, Welſb, and other 


ne Mini ters. 


2 
Wh 


615) 
* Now, certainly, nothing can be more = 
F oppoſite to the Methods of God's Holy TH 
Spirit, whoſe Office is to calighren our 4 
Minds, and ſanctify our Hearts, and. fill 4 
© ns with the Fruits of Rightcouſneſs, than * 
ſuch wild Miſtakes in Religion, ſuch un- 1 
© warrantable Pretences as theſe: and con- 4 
8 ſequently nothing can be more fatally fit- 4 
< ted in the Senſe of the Apoſtle, to-quench * 
the Spirit: and that whether we conſider 
« the natural Tendency of theſe erroneous 
c Conceits, or the juſt judgment Of God. - 14 


: = The natural Tendency of ſuch erroneous 
Conceits, is to render Men incapable - of 
4 © ſcrious Advice, and ſound Argument, of 
: any thing indeed, that might help to con- * 
* vince them of their Error, and bring them 1 8 
© toa ſober Senſe of their Dury, and a true | 
© underſtanding of Themſelves : for when | 
Men can once perſuade themſelves, that : 
* they are under the immediate Guidance 1 
of God's Spirit, and extraordinarily di- 
: 7 and aſſiſted upon all occaſions, then | 
all the Whimſies of their Brain muſt paſs WB 
for ſo many Oraclcs, and the Reverzes (| 
of Fancy for the Effects of Inſpiration. 14 
And this fond Perſuaſion (weak as it is) has _ 
7: Armour of Proof ſufficient to defend it- | 
ſelf both againſt Reaſon and Revelation. =: 
For make the Onſet where you can, you ; 
will be ſure to meet with a Repulſe. Re- 1 
fer them to che Scriptures as a certain Stan- | 
DIR * dard, | ; || 


fo . 


", * . = \ . 


( 16 ) 
dard, and endeavour from thence to ſhew 
the Inconſiſtency of their idle Dreams, and 
the Vanity of their high Pretenſions; and 
they will go near to appeal from the Scrip- 
ture to themſelves, and correct the former 
Revelation by the latter. Call upon them 
to (a) work Miracles, to prove that they are 
inſpired, and they Il alledge, that the In- 
© ſpiration itſelf is miraculous. Invite them 
© to join with you in a regular Way of 
© Worſhip, in Confeſſion of Sin, in Prayer, © 
in Praiſes, in Thankſgivings, in Hymns, x 
and Spiritual Songs; &c. they will diſdain C 
them all, as meer empty Formalities, with- : 
© out Life or Spirit; and magnify them- 7 
© ſelves, as being taken up altogether in pure 
| c 
c 
4 
c 


. 
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Acts of Faith, and Jeraphical Contempla- 
. tion. Shew them the plain Lines of their 
„ Duty; What it is that the Lord doth re- 
© quire of them, even to do juſtly, and to love u 
© Mercy, and to walk humbly with their God: -p 
And theſe are (in their Account) but the |} © h. 
5 firſt Elements of Religion, unworthy the f wv 
Care of ſuch wondeful Proficients, who || © 


having attained to the Top and Eminence 
0 : ; 4 > 4 = . [4 ; C 
(a) Dr. Hicks obſerves (in his Sermon intitled, The | ma 


Spirit of Enthuſiaſm exorcis d, Vol. i. p. 108, 109.) ent 


That ſome Enthuſiaſts did pretend to work Miracles. tra; 
From whence (ſays he) not to mention other Examples, 

© it will appear, that unleſs God in Mercy rebuke that |] the; 
© Spirit of e I which is gone out amongſt us, to 
© in theſe Three Kingdoms, we may have as many Pe- y ; 


©, gends from ſome Sort of Proteffants, as we have for- | 
merly had from the Church of Rome. | 


c 
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470 
of all Perfection, cannot ſtoopto the meanes 
Offices of humble Piety, common Juſtice, 
and Charity. So ſtrong Oy 3” Deluſi- 
ons, and ſo impregnable to all the Efforts 
of ordinary Grace, tho applied and enfor- 
ced by the beſt Arguments and Motives 
that can be thought of; and ſo natural a 
Tendency has Enthuſi, laſin to quench "— 
Spirit, And morcover, 


. © 'Tis the juſt Judgment of God that it 
' ſhould be. ſo. For ſince God has given us 


a compleat Revelation of his Will, by his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, and has left it upon Re- 
cord, as the ſtanding and unalterable Rule 


of Faith and Manners; and ſince he has 


fenced it in by dreadful Curſes, that 
leave no poſſible room for Additions or 
Alterations, for new Lights and Diſcove- 
ries; J ſay, ſince ſuch is tlie State of Things 


under the Goſpel, it muſt needs be a high 


Provocation to the Father of Lights ( ( ho 
has given us this ineſtimable Gift) in any 
wiſe ro leſſen the Authority, or derogate 
from the Perfection of Holy Scripture. 

* And yet this is what the Euthuſiaſt 


dares fo do, and has Inſolence enough to 


maintain it. For he not eontent boldly to 


entitle the Spirit of God to all the Ex- 


travagances of a diſeaſed Imagination, ſets 


them up when he has done, in oppoſition 
to the lively Oracles of Divine Truth, 
which were undoubtcdly gzver by In. 


D* * ſperation, 


* 
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85 * ſpiration, and are profitable for that Doc? 


* 77ine, that Reproof, and Inſtruction in Righ- 
4 zeouſi neſs, which he contemptuouſly caſts be- 
* hind his back. Tis juſt therefore, exceed- 
ing juſt and righteous in God, to take 
from him That he rcally hath, or might at 
leaft obtain, whilſt he vainly pretends to 


that is to ſay, to deprive him of the ordinary 
Meaſurcs of Gracc, which arc, no doubt, 
ſafficient for him; whilſt he depends upon 
* unpromiſed and unneceflary Aſſiſtances, 
and lays claim to unattainable. Perfections. 


5 

c 

c 

© what he has not, nor can reaſonably expect; 
C 

c 

* 


5 


And the confident Pretender is punihed 


© as he deſerves, when inſtead of &rig/7- 
© er Hluminations, his fooliſh Heart 7s 
< darkened, and he is given up 20 believe 


© & Lie, a Lie of 8 own making, the 


1 miſhapen Fiction of a ſickly Brain. And 
© thus it comes ro pals (through God's juſt 
judgment) that 2%4 Sprrit of Error, with 
* ail the Deceivableneſs of Unrighreouf 
* refs, is ſuffered ro prevail over the He 
of Truth and Love, where its common 
* Graces, and other its Kind Overtures have 
been vilified and contemned.” | 
judge then, Sirs, of thc fatal Conſequen- 
ces of tuch an Euthuſiaſtic Deluſion. And as 


you valuc the eternal Welfare of your own | 
Souls, ſtudiouſly avoid 'i hote who arc either; 
themiclves deluded, or lie in wait to de- 


Ecive you. Come out from among them, 


and | 
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and be ye ſeparate, ſaith the Lord: and 
Touch not the unclean Thing. [2 Cor. vi. 17 
You know who has obſerved [ Mat. xxiv. 24] * 


That Falſe Chriſts, and Falſe Prophets, or 
Teachers, ſhall ariſe, and ſhall ſhew great 
Signs and Wonders, inſomuch that (if it were 
poſſible) they ſhould deceive the very Eleft. 

I can eaſily diſcover from this Text, That 
your Leaders may be juſtly ranked under 
the Title of Falſe Teachers: tho' I can- 
not in reality find, that they have wrought 


any great Signs or Wonders. Large Pre- 
tences they have made to the Extraordinary 


Influences and Operations of the Holy Spi- 
rit. But pray conſider, whether they may 
not be meer Pretences. Do they not too 


nearly reſemble the Gno/ticks of old, an 


upſtart Set of Hereticks, who were mighty 


Pretenders to Inſpiration, proudly arrogat- 


ing to themſelves, a more than common 
Share of it; and on this Pretence, by their 


own Authority, and contrary to the re- 


veal'd Will of Chriſt, they blaſphemouſiy 


father'd their monſtrous, heretical Notions, 


upon the Dictates of rhe Divine Spirit; and 
by ſtriking out of their Catalogue of 
Duties, the grand Article of Charity, Oc. 
they contented themſelves with the bare 
Profeſſion of Religion; and retain'd little of 
Chriſtianity but the Name. Nay, how much 
ſoever your Leaders may pretend to an un- 


common Portion of the Spirit, and value 
| D 2 themſelves 


_ 


ta} cc. 
themſelves upon that imaginary Privilege; 
above the moremodeſt and humble Chriſti- 
an; yet unleſs you find their Converſati- 
on adornd by all the Spiritual Graces, they 
| muſt plainly be miſ-guided by a Spirit of 
Deluſion, rather than under the guidance of | 
. the Spirit of God, if we examine them by | 
| the Rule, or Criterion, of the Apoſtle St. 
| Paul, who aſſures us, (Galatians v. 22, 23.) 
| That he Fruits of the Spirit, are Love, 
Joy, Peace, Long-Suffering, Gentleneſs, 
Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Temperance. 
Pray, how conſiſtent with This, is that bit- 
ter and uncharitable Spirit of reviling and 
| cenſuring their Brethren, too common a- 
| mong the Leaders of your Set! with that 
| haughty, diſdainful (and worſe than Pha- 
ſ  riſaical Air) Stand by thy ſelf, come not 
; near to me, for I am holter than thou! 
[{/azah lxv. F.] 
Give me leave, Sirs, in the Concluſion, 
to aſſure you, that my only Reaſon for ad- 
dreſſing you (which I have done in the 
Words of thole, that are, or have been much 
my Superiors in all reſpects) was a ſincere 
Deſire of lay ing open the falſe Pretences of 
your Teachers, in order to do you a real 
Service; and exhorting you againſt their crat- | 
| ty Wilineſs, with which they labour to de- 
| ceive. I hope, I may, through God's bleſ- B 
ſing; be inſtrumental in preventing ſome of 
| you 


you, at leaſt, from falling from that dan- 


gerous Precipice, unto which' They by their 
falſe Doctrines, are directly leading you. And 


I humbly hope, that you will not caunt me 


me your Enemy, becauſe I have ſo frankly 
told you the Truth. Nay, I aſſure you, 

what Conſtruction ſoever you may put up- 
on this Addreſs, my hearty Prayer ſhall be 
{tho' contrary to the Doctrine of particular 
Election and Reprobation) that every indivi- 
dual Perſon among you may be ſaved. Nay, 
I ſhall chearfully and patiently, bear all the 
' Reproaches and hard Cenſures, that may be 
caſt on me by you, or your Leaders, if I 
may be a Means of perſuading ſome Few of 
you, to forſake your novel Errors, and fin- 
cerely to embrace the Truth. 


Jan, Sirs, Tour ſincere 


And hearty Well-wiſter, 


And faith ful 1 


[| 
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APPENDIX. 


The Caſe of the Dura ES, in North- 
Carolina, in the Year 1 724. Us 


(a) HE Dutartres were a Family 
3 of French Extract (conſiſting of 
the Two Parents and Eight Children (Four 
* Sons, and Four Daughters) ſettled in Orange 
Quarter, in this Province. They were al- 
* ways in low Circumſtances of Life, but 
of - honeſt Repute ; and for many Years be- 
© haved themſelves regularly, and blameleſs, 
* in all outward Inſtances of religious and 
moral Duty. But ſome few Years before 
* the fatal Period, came hither a certain ſtrol- 
© ling Moravian, Dutch or Swiſs Enthu- 
* feaſt, (Pietiſt, as I could learn) named Chri- 
f Alan Ceorge, or ſome ſuch name; who 
partly by Converſation, and partly by the 


'© Writings of Jacob Behmen, and other Au- 


* thors of the ſame ſtamp, he put into their 
* Hands, ſoon fill'd their Heads with many wild 
© and Enthuſt aſtick Notions. Theſe ſo grew, 
and multiplied upon them, that in a Year or 
* two's 
(a) See Sermon preach'd in the Pariſh Church of St. 


Philip, Charles-Town, in South-Carolina, fey. 13, 1741, 


By Alexander Garden, M. A. Rector of the ſaid Pariſh. 
South-Carolina, Charles-Town., Printed by Peter Ti- 


mothy, 1741, p. 31, &c. 
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* two time, they began to withdraw from 


© publick Worſhip, and all outward Or- 
© dinances of God in his Church, and 


f from all Converſation with the World; and 


* ſtrongly to conceit, that they were the 
© alone Family upon Earth, who had the 7rue 


© Knowledge and Worſhip of God among ſt 


„ them; and whom he a to in- 
© ſtrut, and direct, either by the immedi- 
atC Impulſes of his Holy Spirit, or by Signs 
or Tokens which he gave them. Finally, 


© among themſelves (Peter Rombert, who 
had married the eldeſt Daughter of the Fa- 


mily, a Widow), © /;ke unto Moſes, and to 


* whom they ſhould hearken. And to this 


Prophet God was pleaſed openly and plain- 


ly to reveal, That the Wickeaneſs of Men 
Was Now again become as great upon Earth 
as in the Days of Noah, and that he there- 
fore purpoſed to deſtroy Mankind a ſecond 
Timc from the Face of the Earth, as he 


whom he would preſerve as he did N ens s, 
for raiſing up a good Seed again upon it. 
This 'Revclation he was ſure of, he knew 
ir, he felt, as certainly as the Wind blow- 
ing on his Body; and they with as full A 
ſurance belicvd, and depended upon it. 


C 
© did in thoſe Days, all but one Family, 


soon after this, God was plcatcd to re- 


* ycal himſelf again to the Prophet a ſecond 
time, 


it came to open Viſions, and Revelations. 
| God raiſed up a Prophet unto them from 


time, ſaying, Put away the Nyman 
whom thou now haſy for thy Wife ; for 
- when I have deſtroy d this wicked Gene- 
ration from off the Earth, then will IJ 
raiſe her Firſt Husband from the Dead; 
and they ſhall be Man and Wife as be- 
© fore: and go thou and take, to Wife her 
* youngeſt Sifter, who is a Virgin; ſo ſhall 
that choſen Family be reſtored entire, and 
< the holy Seed be preſerved pure and undefil- 
ed in it. The Old Man (the Father) was ſtag- 
©.geted'at ſo ſtrange a Meſſage, but the Pro- 
* phet aſſured him, that God would give him a 
* $2gn3which accordingly came to paſs, and 
immediately on which, the- Old Man took 
his youngeſt Daughter by the hand, and 
© gave her to him (the Prophet) to Wife; 
and he went in unto her, and lay with her, 
without any farther Ceremony, purſuant | 
ro the Divine Command. And thus they 
continued in open and notorious Adultery, 
and Inceſt, till the fatal Period, we now” * 
: | 


A A.A, a A, ® 


a KK 8 


© come to mention. 958 
* So far poſſeſſed were theſe poor Wretch- 
© es witha Conccit of their own Holineſs, 
© and of the impurity and Wickedneſs of 
| © others, that they would give no Obedience 
_ © to the Civil AMagiſtrate, nor any of the 
| #4 « Laws, or Ordinances of Man; and ac- 
* cordingly refuſed to comply either with - 
* the Militia- Law (on pretence, that God 
| commanded them to hear no Arms) © or- 
l: - © the 
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ſue his Warrants, for levying the Penalties 
of thoſe Laws upon them. 


(48) 
5 thie Lit for repairing the Hi gh-ways; 
After long Forbearance , Juſtice Symmons (a 
worthy Magiſtrate, and Captain of the Mi- 
litia in thoſe Parts) ſaw it neceſſary to iſ 


Moreover, by. 
© this time Judith Dutartre the Prophets 
© Revelation Wife, proving with Child, a 

© third Warrant was iſſued for bringing her 
before the Juſtice to be examin d, "and. 
© hound over to the General Se//jons, for 
Q Baſtardy, purſuant to a Law of this Pro- 


« vince. The Conſtable having receiv'd theſe 


© Warrants, got Two or Three of his Neigh- 

© bours to go with him, doubting what 

© Uſage he might meet with in the Execu- 
© tion from ſo odd a Family, The Family, 


| © acquainted of their coming, and their Er- 


rand, conſulted their Prophet, who ſoon 
told them that God commanded them to 


arm, and defend themſelves, and their Sub- 
12 ſtance, from the Perſecution and Robberics 


* of the Men of the Earth: and that no Weapon 
form d againſt them ſhould proſper. Upon 
' which they forthwith arm themſelves, fire 
upon the Conſtable, and thoſe Perſons with 
dim, and drive them out of their Ground. 
© This" was not to be ſuffered; and there- 
fore the P Gag, taking with him Ten or 
'a Dozen Men of the Ailitia, went ſtraight 
to protect che, Conſtable in the exccution 


of his Office: On their Approach, this 
E © wretched 


(26) 
© wretched. Family ſhut themſelves up in 
© their Houſe, and thence fired like ſo many 
Furies, ſhot the unfortunate Juſtice dead 
© on the Spot, and wounded ſeveral of his 
Men. At length the Houſe was forced 
open, Mrs, Leſad kill'd, and the reſt (Six 
in number) taken Priſoners, and brought 
hither to Charles-Town ; where at a Special 
Curt of General Seſſions, held-on the 29th 
and 3oth of September, Anno Dom. 1724, 
© Five of them (viz. Michael Bornean, Peter 
© Datarire, Daniel Dutartre, Fohn Du- 
* tartre, and Peter Rombert) were arraign- 
| | ed and tried for Murder, found guilty, and 
| © condemn'd. | „ 
Alas, poor miſerable Creatures! how ama» 
© zing a Deluſion prevailed over them ! They 
© had the Spirit of God, (eſpecially the Pro- 
| * phet) leading them into all Truth: they were 
Fs: © ſure of ir, they knew it, they felt it. This 
Spirit commanded them not to bear Arms 
© in Obedience to the Laws, or for the De- 
| © fence of their Country; but this ſame de. 
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© rit commanded them to bear Arms in Re- 
© bellion againſt the Laws of their Country, 
© and to commit Murder. The holy Spirit; 

of God commanded them to commit A.- 

Ak * dultery, Inceſt, Rebellion, and Murder. | 
| _ © But were theſe miſerable Wretches con- 
« vincd of their Deluſion? No, my Bre- 
© thren, not as to the Three Chief, or Prin- 
T © cipal of them, (viz. the Prophet, the Fa- 
11 | | then. 
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( 27.) 


in | © ther of the Family, and Michael Boineau, 
not to their laſt Breath. They appear d on 
their Tryal, altogether eaſy and unconcern- 
ed. They had God on their fide, and 
reve fear d not what Man could do 
unto them. They freely told the inceſtuous 
Story, in all its Circumſtances aboye-menti- 
oned, in open Court, and witha good Tc un- 
tenance ; ; very readily own'd the Facts and- 
Circumſtances of the Rebellion, and Mur-- 
ter der charged upon them; they pleaded Fuſtt- ä 
Du- fication in all, as aut boriæ d by Cod; 


and averr'd, that they had done nothing 


in one or other of the Cafes, but by his 


expreſs Order, and Command. 


* As the viſiting of Perſons under Sentence 
of Death is a Part of my Duty, as the 
Miniſter of this Place; ſo I attended thoſe. 
7 unhappy Creatures, with more than ordd 


nary Pains and Diligence. 


They very readily own d, repeated, and 


confirm'd all the Facts and Circumſtances, 


as before mention'd, with no material Va- 


riation from what they had done in Court. 


Zut when I. came to reaſon with them on 5 
thoſe, Facts, and, endeayoured to convince 


them of the Errors and Wickedncſs they 


were guilty of, in committing them; they 
treated me With great Diſdain. -- Their Mot- 


ro was, Anſwer him not a Word,--they had 


the Spirit of God ſpeaking inwardly to their 


Souls: who was I, to prerend to talk to or 
, inſtruct | 
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© cent Perſon, without any previous Quar- 


(238) 
© jnſtruct them ? They had obey'd the Volce 
© of God, and were about to ſuffer Martyr- 
dom for it. But God had afſured them, 
that he would eitfler work a great Deli» 
verance for'them, or raiſe them up. from 
the Dead the third Day. And thus the 
three before-mention'd (who were execu- 
ted) continued to inſiſt, and aver to their 
dying Breath. The laſt Words to the Spec- 
© tators were, That they ſhould ſurely ſee 
them alive again, from the Dead, the 
© third Day. 

As to the Other Three, the Daughter 

* Fudith was not tryd; the two Sons, D. 
© niet and ohn Dutartre (Lads about 18, 
or 20 Years of Age) who were try d and 
condemn'd, continued ſullen and referved, 
till after finding no Reſurrection of the O- 
thers from the Dead, as they expected, 
they became ſenſible of their Deluſion, at 
© leaſt profeſſed themſelves ſo, and were par- 
don d. But alas! O ne of them relapsd 
© into the ſame Snare, and murder'd an inno- 


A 


or 


rel, or Provocation; and for no other Rea- 
8 fon, as he acknowledged, but that God 
© commanded him to do it. He was tried for 
this Murder, found guilty and executed. 
] attended him again under this ſecond 
© Sentence of Death, and it pleaſed God 
with all apparent Succeſs. No One ever 
appear d more ſenſible of bis Deluſion, or 

5 „ f 


r 


; (29) - 
ty F to die a mol hearty and Ane incere Penitent, | 
g | or in greater profeſſed Hopes of Salvation, [| 
«> thro* the all- ſuffieient Merits of Chriſt kis | | 
ke 4 Redeemer.” | 
& *And thug endedthis Tragical Scene of 12 5 
eir thuſidſin, in which no leſs than Seven Per- 
ec. ſons loſt their Lives; One kill d, yo mur- 
ſee der d, and Four executed for thoſe Murders. 
he | A remarkable Inſtance to what heights ef 

Extravagance, Folly aud Wickednals, this 
* or Turn of Head, or Imagination, will unrry 
Na- the * Sons of Men- 
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